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Nov 10 CAR CAMPING AT BODINES FIELD. Bring some firewood. Get up early to paddle. 

Nov 11 PINE BARRENS DAY TRIP The last of the leaves are changing or falling and the water is getting cold, but it only gets colder for the next few months. This could be the last chance for the weather wimps to get out and paddle. Brownwater level 1 or 2 depending on weather, water levels and the skill of the participants.

Dec 2-3 POST TURKEY DAY PADDLE Burn off some calories and enjoy some leftovers around the campfire. We will do a Pine Barrens River. Batsto or Mullica are the most likely.


It’s usually been warm during the day in previous years, but often dropping below freezing at night.

   Water conditions are Brownwater level 2

Dec 31-Jan 1 or Dec 30-31 NEW YEARS OVERNIGHTER Our traditional way to end and start the canoeing season. Temperatures are frequently in the forties, but can get much colder. One year it was so cold that drops of water off the paddle have frozen before they hit the bottom of the boat!

    Camping is primitive, with outhouses. Water conditions are Brownwater level 2 with ice and a possible portage around a frozen pond.

Jan 13 and/or 14 PADDLE and/or HIKE The weather, thickness of the ice and depth of the snow will determine what and where. 

Feb 10-11 or 17-18 TBA MID WINTER OVERNIGHT It’s a good thing that rivers in the Pine Barrens seldom freeze, even when the temperature plummets well below freezing. Temps near zero have been recorded on this annual trip. Several years it has been warm enough for skinny dipping. One year it was in the 60’s and raining. One year even the camp water pump froze.

For most trips, call (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.) on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip.
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The Bare Facts Q&A

Q: What tent do you recommend for the extended trips?

A: Since the bad news of the last newsletter, I found out that Eureka still makes the Mountain Pass 2 XT. It’s a knock-off of the Kelty V2 without the blind pole sleeves that made the Kelty so strong and easy to set up in the wind. The Eureka is not as good as the discontinued Kelty and costs $150, $30 more that the Kelty, but it is still on the market.

 Q: I’m thinking of treating myself to a good butane pack stove for Christmas this year. Which do you recommend?


A: The problem with butane fuel was that it froze up in the winter. If your water bottle was frozen in the morning, you couldn’t expect to warm it up over a butane stove. That’s why I usually recommend white gas stoves. The MSR Dragonfly is the best choice, followed by the Wisperlight and XGK Expedition.


Over the years the butane stove manufacturers have been improving the fuel with propane added as an anti-freeze. Until recently, below 50 degrees they got wimpy and were nearly useless at 30 degrees, especially after the propane boiled off and all that was left was a half can of butane. Recently, Coleman came out with a new butane/propane mix stove combo that works down to freezing. The Exponent stove uses a non-standard Powermax canister that only works with certain Coleman stoves and those stoves don’t work with any of the standard canisters. One of our members left his nearly empty Powermax fuel bottle, next to his water bottle, outside his tent one cold night. His water was frozen, yet the stove still fired up and worked just fine. I still haven’t seen one work in single digit temperatures yet, so I can’t recommend it for late January or February trips, but it’s the best I’ve seen so far.


The only serious downside is that you are locked into a single manufacturer for your fuel. Given Coleman’s market share, this should not be a problem. However, I checked all the sporting goods stores in my area and didn’t find a single bottle. Only Gaz brand flange type and MSR threaded/flange combo canisters were on the shelves.


If you are set on butane the second choice would be one of the MSR butane stoves. The Pocket Rocket fits on on top of threaded canisters and has a tiny burner best for rapid boiling of water for freeze dried foods. The Superfly fits on top of flange top canisters with threaded or unthreaded valves and has a wide burner for even head distribution and good simmering. The best choice butane stove from MSR, the Windpro, is a tripod stove with a wide burner for simmering. It uses a threaded canister at the end of a hose and has a pre-heater for better cold weather performance. When and if the formulation of the MSR butane canisters catches up to the Coleman Powermax formula the pre-heater should give the MSR a performance edge in the cold.


Q:I didn’t make a single trip this year. How did things go?


A: It was a pretty good year. There was a low turnout for the Anniversary Trip due to the dire weather predictions. The trip leader showed up 5 minutes late (Lester had to pee) and people were already leaving to go home. More left 10 minutes later. One had an equipment failure and was rain soaked in his tent 3 miles away. He didn’t make it either. It turned out to be a really nice day with few people on the river.


The long day on the Batsto trip was excellent. Ron got a new lightweight high performance canoe at paddlesport and was paddling it for the first time. He previously paddled a 14ft nearly 4ft wide flat bottom tandem and his new ride is a 14 ft arched bottom solo that is barely over 2 ft wide. After moving slowly and stopping a few times to rinse out things, he did very well. By the end of the day, it looked like he had been paddling it for years.


We paddled both low water and high water in the pines this year, going under logs one trip that we went over on the next trip.


Even though almost everyone canceled out of the Maine trip, it went very well. The west branch of the Penobscot was full of wildlife and Chesuncook lake was awesome.


You missed some really good paddling.
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